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December 7, 2013

Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “The Second Most Important Event in Human History” Part 1
Some pastors recycle their 50 or so sermons every year. I like to preach on something different as often as possible. But today I have chosen to preach a sermon I did ten years ago in December 2003.

Let us pray …

In December 2003, I heard a religious program announcer state the birth of Jesus Christ was the single, most important event in human history. To a worldly non-Christian that would not even make the top 100 events. Is that true with the Christian? Is it the single, most important event?

Some would say yes, and the reason that they would give is had Jesus not been born into this world, we would never have had a chance at salvation. But that is not even a legitimate stance, as the plan of salvation was in place before the world was created, His birth, His life and His death.   So, if man had sinned, the birth would have happened on God’s timetable, just as it did. I do not minimize the importance of His birth; in fact I say it is the second most important event in human history, from a Christian standpoint. 
But I do believe that His death is by far the single, most important event in human history, because without His death, without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins. We would be hopelessly lost. We are NOT told in scripture to honor His death or His resurrection by the commemoration of a specific day. However we are told to celebrate His death, burial and resurrection through baptism. Let’s review by turning to Romans 6:4, 5 “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:”  
And nowhere in scripture are we taught to commemorate or celebrate His birth. We indeed marvel at the fact that He was born at the right time in God’s plan, let us read what was recorded in Galatians 4:4 “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman”

Most of the world has embraced the Pagan day of celebration, December 25th, as the birthday of Christ. The fact of the matter is that Jesus was not born on December 25th. He wasn’t even born in December. It is believed that He was born in the fall, most likely October of 4 BC. You see in Bethlehem in December, there were no shepherds out tending flocks. It is the cold winter season. The land was not fit for grazing.
In this church we do not deal with feelings and warm fuzzies. We speak in truth and with facts. From this pulpit no one spins cunningly devised fables. 
We do not lie to our children about some mystical figure called Santa Claus, who flies through the air in a sled pulled by reindeer, and somehow gets to every house in the world in 24 hours; then slides his obese body down a soot filled chimney to scatter a bag filled with toys. 
Just move the letter “N” in Santa to the end of the word, and Santa now spells Satan. He boasts about how he can deceive the whole world with mysticism. He is beside himself with how almost everyone vainly engages in their traditional pagan holiday customs without any idea as to where it all came from. Then they look down on those who want no part of tradition and false witness, especially lying to their children. 

It’s as if Satan is getting the last laugh at the expense of deceived Christians who put themselves deeper in debt at the end of every year. We do not teach them that the spirit of Christmas is all about getting presents. Better to learn that the real Spirit of Christmas is in the life of Christ, who was always giving; giving to those with every kind of human need.

So then what are the facts regarding the Pagan celebration of December 25th? Whose birthday is it? 

We turn in our Bibles to Genesis 10:1 “Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: and unto them were sons born after the flood.” 

This slide is an artist’s rendering of these three sons.

As this chart shows, Japheth had 7 sons and his line of descendants settled in Europe and Asia. Shem had 5 sons and his line of descendants settled in the Middle East. Ham had 4 sons and his line of descendants settled in Southwest Asia, Canaan and Africa.
Now in verse 6 it reads,
“And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan.” For this study we are not going to concern ourselves with the sons of Shem and Japheth.
We do want to focus in temporarily on Cush. Phut settled in Northern Africa and Cush settled more in the central part of East Africa. 

Genesis 10:8 “And Cush begat Nimrod:” I want to stop right here as I need to point out a few things. Nimrod was a great-grandson of Noah. Ham, Noah’s son, begat Cush, who in turn begat Nimrod. Now Nimrod was indeed an impressive man in stature and physical build as well as high intellect. He was known to have torn lion’s mouths apart. 

The beautiful and voluptuous mother of Nimrod was a woman named Semiramis. I point this out because Semiramis eventually became her son Nimrod’s wife. 
Now let us read Genesis 10:8-9 “And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD.”
Genesis 10:10 “And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.” It is obvious that if Cush settled in Africa, that his son journeyed far from home to end up in the land of Shinar which would today be in Iraq. This map shows where the cities Erech and Babel (Babylon) would be located. Abraham grew up in Ur to the southeast of Erech.
Genesis 11:2 says, “And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there” This view shows the approximate location of the Land of Shinar in Iraq today.
Now look at Genesis 11:4 “And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” Babel in later years became Babylon. Until Nimrod, mankind was governed by the patriarchal system where the heads of families heard from God and guided their individual tribes. 
Nimrod, more accurately a "mighty hunter against the LORD," usurped patriarchal rule, and crowned himself the first human king in all of history. Now man ruled instead of God. 

Nimrod’s greed and ambition led him to sell himself to demonic powers, and he became the high priest of devil worship. Nimrod was counseled by the priests of Ba’al to marry his mother so as to acquire a special power from the fallen angels of Lucifer. So Nimrod married his mother, the beautiful and cunning, but notoriously immoral, Semiramis and together they started a “one world religion and government” called “The Babylonian Empire.” Semiramis, like Nimrod, wielded her own power with an iron hand. To the superstitious minds of a race that had separated itself from worship of the one true God, Nimrod and Semiramis in their terrible strength and beauty were exalted as the sun and moon in human form; Nimrod the sun god and Semiramis the moon goddess.
Though historical accounts of Nimrod's actual death are vague, some say he was executed and cut in pieces, it is certain that he left Semiramis with a large dominion and an equally large dilemma. How was she to maintain her hold on the empire he had built? There was but one solution, and she pursued it with diabolical zeal. “Nimrod's spirit had ascended into the sun itself,” she claimed. With breathtaking eloquence she described to the people his new and elevated role as their benefactor and protector. Each morning he would rise, bringing light and life to the land as he traveled across the sky. In the evening he would plunge below the edge of the earth to battle the subterranean evil spirits and demons that would otherwise crawl over and annihilate mankind. 
At times the battle would be bloody, and the red-streaked sky bore witness to the fray. Each morning the people were to lay their offerings before the rising sun and worship it as their departed leader and victorious protector. 
So the sunrise service became another pagan ritual celebrated by Christians on Easter Sunday.
The plan was only too successful. In their self-imposed isolation from the worship of the living God, Nimrod's followers had also forfeited the only living link with the knowledge of their ancestors. Left with nothing but their physical senses to inform them, they readily accepted the preposterous fabrications of Semiramis. Unbeknownst to them, they had become pawns in the sinister plan of Satan, the arch deceiver, as he laid the common foundation for every heresy of paganism. 

It was decided that the first day of the week would henceforth be dedicated to the worship of the sun god, and in like manner the rest of the weekdays would be dedicated to worship of the lesser heavenly bodies. Remarkable enough though, Mithraism later reshuffled the order of several. In fact our own weekdays today retain the Tuetonic names of these same planetary deities. The first day of the week remains Sunday; the second day Monday commemorates the moon; the third day Tuesday, the planet Mars (Tiu); the fourth day Wednesday, Mercury (Woden); the fifth day Thursday, Jupiter (Thor); the sixth day Friday, Venus (Frigg or Freya); and the seventh day Saturday is obviously named for Saturn. 

One spring, a couple of years following Nimrod's death, the voluptuous Semiramis was found to be with child. Calling the scribes of Babylon together, she issues a most remarkable press release. Nimrod had impregnated her, she claimed, through the lively rays of the sun. (An immaculate conception) As the offspring of the sun-god, the anticipated child would itself lay claim to deity, and by proxy, she, Semiramis, would henceforth be the "mother of god." Such blasphemy seems transparent in our day, but to a nation that had departed from the living God, the absurd became commonplace. The superstition of the masses was fertile ground for Satan's deceptive schemes and like noxious weeds, they flourished. 

On December 25 Tammuz, the child of the sun god, was born. His birth was hailed as a great miracle. Falling as it did during the slowly lengthening days immediately after the winter solstice; it was also seen as an omen of the sun's rebirth and was heralded by tumultuous rejoicing. December 25th was thereafter observed as the birthday of the son of the sun-god, and became a yearly feast day throughout the kingdom, celebrated by exchanging gifts and cutting down an evergreen tree and gaily decorating it. 

So that’s where we get the Christmas tree, from the pagan celebration of the birth of Tamuuz, born on Dec. 25th. 

Let us turn to Jeremiah 10:2-4, “Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them. For the customs of the people [are] vain: for [one] cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the ax.  They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not.”
This was also the birth of the pagan Mother and son worship, which is a perfect example of how Satan has set up his counterfeit religion. His plan was to make a copy of God’s plan, but make it so that humans would be indirectly worshipping him. In almost every religion there is a mother and child. It all leads back to the mother goddess of Babylon, Semiramis. She taught that Tamuuz the son was a god child; that he was Nimrod reborn and that he was divine. This firmly established Mother and Son worship.
The occult and its origins are all over our present world but are well hidden. Nimrod, Semiramis and Tammuz are in our everyday lives also by symbols and signs but are not well known because they have changed names throughout the centuries. Here are a few and you may even recognize some of them; 


In India today they are called Isi and her child Iswara, they were once called Devaki and Krishna; also in India were the goddess Indrani and her child. In Egypt it is Isis and the infant Osiris or Horus. In Caanan she was worshipped as Ashtoreth or Astarte. The ancient Germans worshipped Hertha with child. Scandinavians called her Disa with child. In Greece it was Ceres and her child Plutus; also known as Aphrodite and her child Adonis. She was Nana to the Sumerians. To the pagans in Rome Semiramis was known as Venus or Fortuna and her child was Jupiter. In Asia the mother was known as Cybele and the child Deoius. In Tibet, China and Japan, she is known as Shing Moo and child.

By the way, the pagan statute of Jupiter is still in Rome, but is now called the apostle Peter. 

Other names for Semiramis would be Allilah or Allah, Ariadne, Athena, Diana, Laksjmi, Lady Liberty, Madonna, Rhea, and Sin. 
She is mentioned in Acts 19:35 as Diana. “And when the townclerk had appeased the people, he said, Ye men of Ephesus, what man is there that knoweth not how that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of the great goddess Diana, and of the image which fell down from Jupiter?”
The Bible mentions this Mother-Goddess worship when the children of Israel fell into apostasy. Judges 2:13 “And they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and Ashtaroth.” They turned their backs on the God of heaven to worship the pagan goddess Ashtoreth who was also called the “Queen of Heaven.”
Also in Jeremiah 44:17-19 we read, “But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, as we have done, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then had we plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil.  But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, and have been consumed by the sword and by the famine.  And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and poured out drink offerings unto her, did we make her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink offerings unto her, without our men?” 
By the way, the cakes are now called hot cross buns. Jeremiah is rebuking them for worshipping Ashtoreth, but they rebelled against his warning and thus brought sudden destruction from an offended God. 

I want to get back to the pagan trinity, Nimrod the father, considered Lord of Heaven. Semiramis the mother is considered the Queen of Heaven and Tammuz her son is the Pagan Messiah. 
Semiramis’ Egyptian name is Isis. Nimrod’s Egyptian name is Horus. Tammuz’ Egyptian name is Set (Seb or Sep).The pagan trinity initials IHS, for Isis, Horus and Set.

This slide shows Isis, Horus and Seb. In this pagan symbol we see the initials displayed in the center of the sun with a cross to Christianize it. 
I took these logo/symbols off another Christian web site that states these are Christian symbols. What common thread runs through all these symbols? The initials IHS are all in the center of the sun, the object of pagan worship. But I want you to notice in particular, the third one in the middle row. 

I put it on a slide by itself. It has the “Society of Jesus” at the top, the order founded by Ignatius de Loyola, and 1540 at the bottom, the year he founded the Jesuit Order. It was his symbol.

IHS is seen in many Christian churches today, but with a revised explanation as to its meaning. I took this explanation off of a Catholic priest’s blog. He wrote that when you take the first three letters of the Greek name for Jesus, which is IHSUS. You get IHS. 

I went to the 1890 copyright Strong’s Concordance (Reprint 1980) and this is what I found in Greek word #2424. No Greek word spelled IHSUS.

In the next slide you see the modern Strong’s version of Jesus’ name. It spells it Ihsouv, not IHSUS. This is on a recent software, Power Bible CD-Rom, that displays what is supposed to be Strong’s Concordance. 


2424.  Ihsouv  Iesous,  ee-ay-sooce' 

Search for 2424 in KJV

of Hebrew origin (3091); Jesus (i.e. Jehoshua), the name of our Lord and two (three) other Israelites:--Jesus. 

See Hebrew 03091 (Y@howshuwa`)
Both the 1890 version of Strong's and the volume Marvin is using is different. Ihsouv is not mentioned.

Wikpedia backs up the spelling as found in the Strong's volumes.

But is it a case where IHS is still the pagan trinity, which Satan happily displays on and in many churches as you see here. 

This embroidery is off a church supplies web site, and was made to cover a communion table. A communion table??? What a patient and longsuffering God.
And so the pagan trinity with Nimrod as the father, Tammuz the son and Semiramis here represented as a dove, the pagan holy spirit.

So we have the counterfeit mother and her son born on December 25th.

In the fall of 4 BC we have Mary and her Son Jesus, born in the fullness of time on the second most important event in human history. Satan loves to precede the true with the false and how many nations are deceived?
Next Sabbath we will finish our study on the second most important event in human history - part 2.

Let us pray…. 
